SPEECH AT CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL
ROY WATTS ROAD, GLENFIELD
Sunday 1st April 2007
HER EXCELLENCY PROFESSOR MARIE BASHIR AC CVO
GOVERNOR OF NEW SOUTH WALES

MR JOHN NORRIS, Principal, Hurlstone Agricultural High School
DR ANDREW MACDONALD MP, State Member for Macquarie Fields
MR CHRIS HAYES, Federal Member for Werriwa
MR ALLAN McLELLAND, Chairman of the Centenary Committee

MR RAY PALMER, Department of School Education Director

REVEREND COLIN WATTS
MR TOM TAYLOR, Oldest (surviving) Hurlstonian
AUNTY MAE ROBINSON, Mil-Pra Elder
ELLE WENBAN AND HARESH NAIR, School Captains
IZZY ROARTY AND BOB POLOSAK, Boarding Captains
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TEACHING STAFF — PAST AND PRESENT, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES, AND FRIENDS
THANK YOU MR NORRIS FOR YOUR WARM WELCOME.
IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO JOIN YOU ALL TODAY FOR YOUR CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS.
HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL HAS EARNED A REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SCHOLARS, AND THE RESPECT OF EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS ACROSS THE STATE AND INDEED THE NATION.
THEREFORE THERE COULD BE NO MORE FITTING WAY TO RECORD THE COMMEMORATION OF THIS SCHOOL’S ILLUSTRIOUS HISTORY, THAN WITH THE INAUGURATION OF THE CENTENARY WALKWAY HONOURING PAST ALUMNI, AND ALSO WITH THE LAUNCH OF THE CENTENARY BOOK OF HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL, WHICH WILL SERVE AS AN INSPIRATION FOR THE FUTURE.

THE NAMES OF PAST ALUMNI ON THE WALKWAY WILL BE A PERMANENT REMINDER OF THE EXCELLENCE OF HURLSTONE IN SCHOLARSHIPS AND ALSO IN SPORT, AND THE CAMARADERIE OF A SCHOOL IN WHICH THESE IMPORTANT ASSETS OF AUSTRALIAN YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE FLOURISHED.

BUT FIRST, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK AUNTY MAE FOR HER WELCOME TO COUNTRY, AND TO RECORD MY DEEP RESPECT FOR THE TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THIS LAND UPON WHICH WE GATHER, — INDEED MY RESPECT FOR ALL AUSTRALIA’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, THEIR ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS, WHO HAVE NURTURED THIS GREAT LAND FOR TENS OF THOUSANDS OF YEARS.

I AM SURE THAT EVERYONE GATHERED HERE TODAY IS AWARE OF THE HIGH REPUTATION AND OF THE PAST AND PRESENT ACHIEVEMENTS OF YOUR SCHOOL  —  AND OF THE RECENT ACCOLADE OF BEING RANKED IN THE TOP 20 HIGH SCHOOLS IN NEW SOUTH WALES.

THIS ACHIEVEMENT DEFINES THE QUALITY OF A SCHOOL WHICH VALUES STRONG LEADERSHIP, AND ITS HIGHLY COMMITTED TEACHING STAFF  —  A SCHOOL SUPPORTED BY PROUD ALUMNI AND AN APPRECIATIVE WIDER COMMUNITY.

HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL HAS AN ILLUSTRIOUS HISTORY.  FOUNDED IN 1907, THE SCHOOL NOW CELEBRATES ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY, AND I AM HONOURED TO BE PART OF THAT CELEBRATION.
AS WE KNOW, THE HISTORY OF HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL DID NOT COMMENCE ON THIS SITE.

ITS ORIGINS BEGAN WITH A VISION BY JOHN KINLOCH TO ESTABLISH HIS OWN SCHOOL  — THE HURLSTONE SCHOOL AND COLLEGE, NAMED IN HONOUR OF HIS MOTHER — IN 1878.
I WAS INTERESTED TO LEARN THAT THIS ORIGINAL ESTATE LAY IN THE VICINITY OF THE HURLSTONE PARK — ASHFIELD, AND THAT JOHN KINLOCH HIMSELF WAS ONE OF THE FIRST GRADUATES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY.

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP FORCED HIS SALE OF THE COLLEGE TO THE NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT, WHO SAW THE VALUE AND BENEFIT TO THE COMMUNITY OF AN AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL.

REOPENED IN 1907, HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL CONTINUATION SCHOOL COMMENCED WITH ONE PUPIL —  GROWING TO 30 BY THE END OF THAT YEAR.  SUBSEQUENTLY, THE SCHOOL AND ITS 148 STUDENTS MOVED IN 1926 TO NEW PREMISES ON SOME 330 ACRES HERE IN GLENFIELD.  TODAY, THE STUDENT POPULATION HAS CLIMBED TO 967.

WHILST A GREAT ACADEMIC, SPORTS AND AGRICULTURE SCHOOL SUCH AS THIS PROVIDES A RICH AND STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT FOR PEER INTERACTION, FINE RESOURCES TO ENRICH AND SUSTAIN THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE TODAY ARE ALSO ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL.
HAPPY, SUPPORTIVE AND INTELLECTUALLY STIMULATING SCHOOLS ASSURE THE NATION OF ENLIGHTENED AND COMPETENT YOUNG PEOPLE TO LEAD OUR SOCIETY INTO THE FUTURE.

IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO SHARE YOUR CELEBRATION TODAY, AND TO BE ABLE TO RECORD MY GREAT APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL  —  PAST AND PRESENT  —  PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES, —  FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION.

AND OUR GRATITUDE MUST ALSO GO TO JOHN KINLOCH, WHOSE IDEALS RELATING TO EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION HAVE REMAINED STEADFAST, INSPIRING HURLSTONE’S YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN, ACROSS THE DECADES.

IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT I NOW UNVEIL THE PLAQUE TO DEDICATE THE CENTENARY WALKWAY.

MY BEST WISHES ARE WITH YOU ALL.
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